
Harald Hammarström
Curriculum Vitae

Employment
2022- Professor, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Linguistics.

2021-2021 Senior Lecturer, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Linguistics.
2017-2020 Associate Senior Lecturer, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Linguistics.
2016-2016 Senior Researcher, Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human History, Jena,

Linguistics.
2013-2015 Researcher, Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen, Linguistics.
2010-2013 PostDoc.

{ 50% at Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen, Nijmegen, Linguistics
{ 50% at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, Linguistics

2005-2009 PhD Student, Gothenburg University, Gothenburg, Computational Linguistics.
2003-2005 Project Assistant, Chalmers University, Gothenburg, Computational Linguistics.

2002 Project Assistant, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Linguistics.
1996-1998 Programmer, ABB Industrial Systems, Västerås, Summer Job.

1995 Programmer, Britsoft, London, Summer Job.

Formal Education
Degrees

2019 Docent in Linguistics, Uppsala University, Uppsala.
2009 PhD in Computational Linguistics, Gothenburg University, Gothenburg.
2007 Licentiate in Computational Linguistics, Gothenburg University, Gothenburg.
2003 Master of Computer Science, Uppsala University, Uppsala.

Curriculum
2001-2002 Computer Science, University of Uppsala, Sweden.
2001-2001 Master’s Thesis, ILLC, Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
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2000-2001 Computer Science, University of Uppsala, Sweden.
1999-2000 Computer Science, Facultad de Informática, Madrid, Spain.
1997-1999 Computer Science, University of Uppsala, Sweden.
1996-1997 Computer Science, University of Linköping, Sweden.
1993-1996 High School (Natural Sciences focus), Västerås, Sweden.
1984-1993 Elementary school, Västerås, Sweden.

In parallel with the Computer Science studies 1997-2002, various less-than one semester courses
were taken in Philosophy, Economics, Law, Nutrition, Linguistics, and various languages (see below).

Languages
Language Credits or equiv.
Akkadian 15
Ancient Greek 50
Avestan 5
Azeri 5
Berber (Rif) 10a

Biblical Aramaic 15
Biblical Hebrew 40
Bulgarian 20
Catalan 5
Classical Arabic 40
Czech 10
Dutch Fluentb

English Fluent
Estonian 5
Fak-Fak Malay Fluentc

Finnish 15
French 20d

Ge’ez 5
German 40e

Hindi 40
Japanese 10f

Hungarian 5
Icelandic 5

a1 year course at Colegio Mayor Universitario "Nuestra
Señora de Africa", Madrid

b3 years in Holland
cVernacular used for fieldwork
d3 years in high school
e5 years in high school
fAt Gothenburg University

Language Credits or equiv.
Kazakh 5
Kurdish (Sorani) 10
Latin 20
Old Church Slavonic 10a

Pali 5
Pashto 20
Persian 15
Polish 15
Russian 15
Sanskrit 40
Scottish Gaelic 10
Somali 5b

Spanish Fluentc

Sumerian 5
Swahili 20
Swedish Native
Tamil 40
Turkish 30
Urdu 10
Uyghur 5
Uzbek 5
Wolof 10d

aAt Gothenburg University
bAt Gothenburg University
c1 year stay in Madrid
d1 year course at Colegio Mayor Universitario

"Nuestra Señora de Africa", Madrid

20 old Swedish university credits = 30 ECTS credits = 1 semester full-time studies. 15 credits
usually corresponds to the whole grammar of a language as well as a body of text material. > 15
means more text reading, study of dialects, and religion, history and politics etc of the applicable
language area.
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Linguistic Fieldwork
Language ISO 639-3 Family Location Duration
Mor moq Isolate Papua, Indonesia 2+2+1 months
Dizin mdx Dizoid Ethiopia 2 weeks
Tagoi tag Rashad North Sudan 2 weeks
Goras erw Austronesian Papua, Indonesia 1+1 week
Otoweri bzp South Bird’s Head Papua, Indonesia 1+1 week
Duvle-Wano Pidgin - Duvle-based (Lakes Plain) Papua, Indonesia 1 week
Yine pib Arawakan Peru 1 week

Plus survey work on another 10 languages of Papua, Indonesia.

Conference/workshop Organization
{ Chair: Workshop on language documentation: multilingual settings and technological advances

(2019)
{ Chair: Shared Task on Grammar Data Mining (GDM): Extracting Linguistic Features From

Grammatical Descriptions (2019)
{ Assist: SLE Workship on What is in a Morpheme? (2016)
{ Chair: Workshop on Capturing Phylogenetic Algorithms for Linguistics (2015)
{ Chair: Panel on Hunter-Gatherer Languages in Contact, at CHAGS XI (2015)
{ Chair: Nijmegen Grammar Group (seminar series 2014-2015)
{ Chair: Workshop on Quantitative Approaches to Areal Linguistics (2012)
{ Chair: Workshop on the Classification of Papuan Languages (2012)
{ Assist: Swedish conferences in Language Technology (2005, 2005, 2006)
{ Assist: Nordic Symposium of African Languages (2007)
{ Assist: International Conference on Bantu Languages (2007)
{ Assist: 14th Himalayan Linguistic Symposium (2008)
{ Assist: GoTAL 6th International Conference on Natural Language Processing (2008)
{ Assist: 23rd Scandinavian Conference of Linguistics (2008)
{ Assist: Workshop on Language Documentation and Language Description (2008)
{ Chair: Workshop on Unsupervised Methods in NLP (2008)
{ Chair: Gothenburg Typological Seminars (seminar series 2007-2009)

Teaching

Course Year(s) Duration/Level Institution
Basic Statistics 2020 1/2 semester half time,

graduate
Uppsala University

Data Mining for Typolog-
ical Studies

2019 1 week full-time, late un-
dergraduate/graduate

Pontificia Universidad
Católica de Perú, Lima

Phonetics I VT2018,
HT2018,
VT2020,
HT2020

1/2 semester half time,
undergraduate

Uppsala University
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Languages of the World 2017, 2018,
2019, 2020

1/2 semester half time,
undergraduate

Uppsala University

Current Trends in Lin-
guistics

2017, 2018 1/2 semester half time,
undergraduate

Uppsala University

Linguistics II 2017 1/2 semester half time,
undergraduate

Uppsala University

Historical Linguistics 2017, 2018 1/2 semester half time,
undergraduate/advanced

Uppsala University

Language Technology:
Research and Dev.

2017 1 semester half time, un-
dergraduate

Uppsala University

Semantics & Pragmatics 2017 1/2 semester half time,
undergraduate

Uppsala University

Quantitative Methods in
Linguistic Typology

2016 2 weeks full-time, gradu-
ate

ESSLT/TypoLing2016 Sum-
mer School, Porquerolles,
France

Quantitative Techniques
for Linguistic Diversity

2016 1 week full-time, late un-
dergraduate/graduate

Pontificia Universidad
Católica de Perú, Lima

Eloquent Apes 2015 1 semester half time,
graduate

Radboud University, Ni-
jmegen

Quantitative Techniques
for Linguistic Diversity

2015 1 week full-time, late un-
dergraduate/graduate

Centro de Investigación
y Estudios Superiores en
Antropología Social, Mexico

Python Programming 2014, 2015 1 semester half time,
graduate

International Max Planck
Research Schools, Nijmegen

Quantitative Techniques
in Field Methods

2014 1 week full-time, late un-
dergraduate/graduate

University of Campinas,
Brazil

Field Methods 2013 2 week full-time, gradu-
ate

University of Khartoum, Su-
dan

Field Methods 2012 1 week full-time, under-
graduate

UNIPA, Manokwari, Papua,
Indonesia

Languages of the World 2008 1/2 semester full time,
undergraduate

Gothenburg University

Formal Languages and
Automata Theory

2007, 2008 1/2 semester full time,
undergraduate

Chalmers University

Machine Learning 2007, 2008 1/2 semester full time,
undergraduate

Chalmers University

Language Typology 2007 1/2 semester full time,
graduate

Gothenburg University

Databases 2004, 2005,
2006

1/2 semester full time,
undergraduate

Chalmers University

Artificial Intelligence 2004, 2005,
2006, 2007,
2008

1/2 semester full time,
undergraduate

Chalmers University

Vikingagatan 6 – 753 34 Uppsala
T +46(0)70 7184339 • B harald.hammarstrom@lingfil.uu.se

Í http://stp.lingfil.uu.se/∼harald/ • 4/11

mailto:harald.hammarstrom@lingfil.uu.se
http://http://stp.lingfil.uu.se/~harald/


Supervision
PostDoc supervision

2015-2016 Robert Borges, Grambank project, MPI Nijmegen.
2015-2016 Hilário de Sousa, Grambank project, MPI Nijmegen.

PhD thesis supervision
2020- Erik Elgh, Uppsala University, main Supervisor.
2019- Philipp Rönchen, Uppsala University, main Supervisor.
2018- Maja Robbers, Uppsala University, main Supervisor.

2017-2021 Eline Visser, Lund University, co-Supervisor.
2012-2016 Francesca Moro, Radboud University Nijmegen, co-Supervisor.
2012-2016 Grégoire Detrez, Chalmers University Nijmegen, co-Supervisor.

MA thesis supervision
2018 Sven Feuchtmüller, Computational Linguistics, Uppsala University.
2018 Hao Tang, Computational Linguistics, Uppsala University.
2018 Kristin Sverredal, Linguistics, Uppsala University.
2007 Muhammad Humayoun, Computer Science, Chalmers University.

Trainees and student assistants
2013-2015 Hedvig Skirgård, Grambank project, MPI Nijmegen.
2013-2015 Suzanne van der Meer, Grambank project, MPI Nijmegen.
2014-2014 Luise Dorenbusch, Grambank project, MPI Jena.
2014-2018 Roberto Herrera, Grambank project, MPI Jena.
2015-2016 Jakob Lesage, Grambank project, MPI Nijmegen.
2015-2016 Jesse Peacock, Grambank project, MPI Nijmegen.
2015-2016 Tessa Yuditha, Grambank project, MPI Nijmegen.
2016-2016 Hugo de Vos, Grambank project, MPI Nijmegen.
2016-2016 Hannah Lutzenberger, Grambank project, MPI Nijmegen.
2016-2017 Richard Kowalik, Grambank project, Uppsala University.
2016-2017 Giada Falcone, Grambank project, Uppsala University.
2016-2018 Kristin Sverredal, Grambank project, Uppsala University.
2018-2018 Katerina Koti, Grambank project, Uppsala University.
2018-2018 Nora Lindvall, Grambank project, Uppsala University.
2018-2018 Teodor Lindström, DReaM project, Uppsala University.
2019-2019 Erik Elgh, DReaM project, Uppsala University.
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Formal Pedagogical Training

Year(s) Duration Detail
2018 1 week Course: Supervision of students, Uppsala University
2017-2019 1 week Course: In-depth Supervision of PhD Students, Uppsala Uni-

versity
2017 1 week Course: Active Students in Group Projects, Uppsala University
2017 3 weeks Course: Supervision of PhD Students, Uppsala University
2017 1/2 day Course: Evaluation Seminar, Uppsala University
2017 1 day Course: The Student Portal for Teachers, Uppsala University
2016 3 days Workshop: Max Planck Leadnet meeting, Berlin
2014 1 day Workshop: How to be a good supervisor, Nijmegen
2009 5 weeks Course: Didactics for University Teaching (Högskolepeda-

gogik), Gothenburg University
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Fellowships and Grants
Year(s) Type Role Size Detail
2021-2022 Grant PI 27 000 EUR Centre for Integrated Research on Cul-

ture and Society (CIRCUS) Support
for research networks, FAL: Fieldwork
in Anthropology and Linguistics

2018-2021 Grant PI 500 000 EUR Marcus and Amalia Wallenbergs Min-
nesfond MAW Grant 2017.0105, From
Dust to Dawn: Multilingual Grammar
Extraction from Grammars

2018-2020 Grant PI 300 000 EUR JPICH-ERC Grant, The Dictio-
nary/Grammar Reading Machine:
Computational Tools for Accessing
the World’s Linguistic Heritage
(DReaM)

2018-2021 Grant co-PI 500 000 EUR Marcus and Amalia Wallenbergs
Minnesfond MAW Grant 2017.0050,
CHRONOS - Chronology of Roots
and Nodes of Family Trees: Fine-
tuning the Instruments of Linguistic
Dating

2018-2019 Grant co-PI 50 000 EUR Faculty Support Grant (Faculty of
Languages, Uppsala University), UP-
PLADOC: Uppsala Language Docu-
mentation Group

2015 Theme Group co-PI ∼ 100 000 EUR NIAS-Lorentz Theme Group Captur-
ing Phylogenetic Algorithms for Lin-
guistics, Netherlands Institute for Ad-
vanced Study in the Humanities and
Social Sciences (NIAS)

2011-2015 Grant co-Appl. 500 000 EUR Max Planck Digital Library Grant
Words of the World

2007 Grant PI 6 000 EUR Centre for Language Technology
(Gothenburg University) Grant, Lan-
guage Technology for Languages of
the Central African Republic

2000 Scholarship 12 000 EUR For general diligence in studies
1999 Scholarship 1 800 EUR For general diligence in studies
1998 Scholarship 3 000 EUR For general diligence in studies
1996 Award 2 900 EUR For skill in mathematics (esp. prob-

lem solving), 1996

Institutional Responsibilities and Board Memberships
{ 2019- Member of the department council of the Department of Linguistics & Philology
{ 2018- Member of the pedagogical development committee of the Department of Linguistics &

Philology
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{ 2017-2020 Study coordinator of general linguistics (Uppsala University, 20% FTE) involvning
curriculum planning and organization, advising students, preparing curriculum-related information
and teacher allocation

{ 2017-2020 Member of the board of the Speech Pathology programme (Department of Neuro-
science, Uppsala University)

{ 2017-2019 Member of the board of Språkvetarprogrammet (Faculty of Humanities, Uppsala
University)

{ 2015-2016 Staff representative of at the Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen
{ 2005-2006 Member of the Graduate Students’ Council at Graduate School of Language Technol-

ogy (GSLT), Gothenburg University
{ 2002-2003 Member of the Students’ Council at the Dept. of Romance Languages, Uppsala

University
{ 2001-2002 Member of the Board of Recruitment at the Dept. of IT, Uppsala University
{ 2001-2003 Deputy member of the Board of Recruitment at the Faculty of Languages, Uppsala

University
{ 2001-2002 Member of the Library Committee at the Dept. of Afro-Asiatic Languages, Uppsala

University
{ 2001-2002 Member of the Students’ Council at the Dept. of Afro-Asiatic Languages, Uppsala

University

Commissions of Trust
Editorial Work

2016- Associate Editor, Journal of Language Evolution.
2015- Editorial Board, Language and Linguistics in Melanesia.
2014- Editorial Board, Transactions on Asian Language Information Processing.

PhD Thesis Examinations
2020 Thesis grading committee member for Michel van Maarle, Radboud Univer-

siteit Nijmegen.
2020 Mock defense opponent for Niklas Erben Johansson, Lund University.
2015 Thesis grading committee member for Jeremy Hammond, Max Planck Insti-

tute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen).
2014 Thesis grading committee member for Vasudevan Nedumpozhi, Indian Insti-

tute of Technology, Bombay).
2012 Thesis grading committee member for Folkert de Vriend, Radboud University

Nijmegen).

Grant Reviewing
2020 Grant Proposal Evaluator for NSF.
2020 Reviewer for ERC Advanced Grants.
2020 Reviewer for MaW (Marcus och Amalia Wallenbergs Minnesfond) Grants.
2020 Reviewer for Council for Social Sciences and the Humanities of the Nether-

lands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) Grants.
2018-2019 Reviewer for ERC Starting Grants.
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2014-2019 Grant Proposal Evaluator for ELDP Grants on Endangered Languages.
2014 Grant Proposal Evaluator for NSF Track on Endangered Languages.
2014 Grant Proposal Evaluator for Aarhus Institute of Advanced Studies (AIAS).

Other
2021 Programme Committee Member for Descriptive Grammars and Typology

II: The challenges of writing grammars of underdescribed and endangered
languages (Paris).

2020- Panel Member for the Endangered Language Documentation Programme
(ELDP).

2020 Programme Committee Member for ComputEL-4 (4rd Workshop on Com-
putational Methods for Endangered Languages).

2019 Programme Committee Member for ComputEL-3 (3rd Workshop on Com-
putational Methods for Endangered Languages).

2018 Programme Committee Member for Symposium Logic and Algorithms in
Computational Linguistics 2018 (LACompLing2018).

2017 Programme Committee Member for Workshop on Phylogenetic Methods in
Historical Linguistics.

2016-2020 Programme Committee Member for International Conference on Natural
Language Processing (ICON).

2016 Programme Committee Member for the Syntax of the World’s Languages
VII conference.

2016 Programme Committee Member for the the 6th Quantitative Investigations
in Theoretical Linguistics (QITL-6).

2015 Programme Committee Member for the Association of Linguistic Typology
(ALT) 11 conference.

2015 Panel member for the ALT Panini Award.
2015 Programme Committee Member for the SKY Symposium on New Develop-

ments in the Quantitative Study of Language.
2014 Programme Committee Member for the Workshop Linked Data in

Linguistics.
2013 Programme Committee Member for the Workshop Linked Data in

Linguistics.
2012 Programme Committee Member for the Workshop Visualization of Linguis-

tic Patterns and Uncovering Language History from Multilingual Resources.
2007- Reviewing for Nature, Language, Linguistics Typology, Springer, Cambridge

University Press, Brill, Pacific Linguistics, International Journal of Ameri-
can Linguistics, Computational Linguistics, Language Dynamics & Change,
Oceanic Linguistics, ACL, EACL, Linguistics: An Interdisciplinary Journal of
the Language Sciences, Faits de Langues, EvoLang, Journal de la Société
des américanistes (JSA) and many others.
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Popular Press Coverage
{ 2020-02-10: Science Magazine had a long article about language catalogues and open access, fea-

turing (partly misquoted) interview material with me about Glottolog https://www.sciencemag.org/
news/2020/02/world-s-largest-linguistics-database-getting-too-expensive-some-
researchers

{ 2019-05-29 – 2019-06-02: Three articles in Dutch media covered the recognition of three Frisian
varieties as languages in Glottolog. In Trouw (in Dutch) https://www.trouw.nl/cultuur/
spreekt-u-al-aasters-schiermonnikoogs-of-hielpes-dankzij-dyami-millarson-25-
zijn-het-nu-zelfstandige-talen~af99e210/, Leeuwarder Courant (in Dutch) https://
www.lc.nl/friesland/Eilandtalen-en-Hielpes-opgenomen-in-internationale-talendatabank-
24511408.html and Omprop Fryslân (in West Frisian) https://www.omropfryslan.nl/nijs/
889242-hylpersk-skiermuntseagersk-en-aastersk-selsstannige-talen-foar-max-planck-
institut

{ 2019-05-03: The website for Swedish national minorities minoritet.se featured a news item
about the UPPLADOC network initiated by me http://minoritet.se/uppsalaforskare-
vill-dokumentera-hotade-sprak.

{ 2017-06-26: The Geographical Magazine had an article on the Glottolog language inventory and
the mapping of the world’s languages http://geographical.co.uk/places/mapping/item/
2255-speaking-out.

{ 2016-10-18: Interview on the national Swedish popular science radio show Vetenskapsradion
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=406&artikel=6518646 (“En näsa
är en näsa oavsett språk”) about a joint paper on the amount of sound symbolism in the languages
of the world. The same article was features in numerous popular press reports including Washing-
ton Post https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2016/09/12/
a-nose-by-any-other-name-biology-may-affect-the-way-we-invent-words/, ABC http:
//www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-13/linguists-discover-humans-have-’universal-language’/
7841134, Scientific American http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/r-is-for-red-
common-words-share-similar-sounds-in-many-languages/, Nature News & Views https:
//www.nature.com/nature/articles?type=news-and-views (accessed 2016-10-18), see https:
//pnas.altmetric.com/details/11966153/news for a fuller list.

{ 2015-01-19: Börsenblatt, an information service for German publishers and booksellers, had an
article about open access to bibliographical data in Glottolog [“Bibliografische Daten für Open
Access Datenbank Glottolog”] http://www.boersenblatt.net/862986/

{ 2015-01-16: The Dutch online popular science magazine Kennislink http://www.kennislink.nl/
publicaties/verslaafd-aan-taalleren has an article about the wonders of learning lan-
guages (“Verslaafd aan Taalleren”) featuring me and three colleagues.

{ 2015-01: The Max Planck Research: The Science Magazine of the Max Planck Society has a
short article about the collaboration between Glottolog and DeGruyter publishing (page 9), with
links to the glottolog.org database curated by me.

{ 2013-04-04: Die Zeit Online had an article about the multitude of languages based on the data in
Glottolog/LangDoc ["Barbarah Hahn, Christine Zimmermann and Christoph Drösser “Sprachen-
Vielfalt”] http://www.zeit.de/2013/15/infografik-sprachen
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{ 2012-01-11: Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung had an article about the Automated Dating of
language families based on the Current Anthropology paper. ["Wir wollen also hinabsteigen und
dort ihre Sprache verwirren" by Wolfgang Krischke].

{ 2010-05-06: The Times science magazine featured an article about numeral systems and number
bases based on my work (with due mention of my name) http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/
news/science/eureka/article7112969.ece.

{ 2009-01-11: Expressen Söndagsbilaga (the Sunday ’lifestyle’ appendix to a tabloid-like national
daily) had a 3-page interview with me since I have more university credits than anyone else in
Sweden (according to official statistics gathered by them).
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