
Lesson 8

The present-future indicative
More on …a

Progressive present indicativ
Present-future subjunctive

Imperative



Revision of the present-future tense

• We have learnt three different full verb forms in 
the present-future tense, present indicative, 
progressive present, and present subjunctive.

• Present-future indicative is used for real events 
which don’t necessarily happen right now

• Progressive present is used for real events that 
happen right now

• Present-future subjunctive is used for non-real 
(uncertain) events

• There is also a separate imperative form used for 
orders, commands



Present-future indicative 
(see lessons 3, 4, 5) 

…a kanán …a nakanán
…a kanay …a nakanay
…a kant …a nakant
…a kanén …a nakanén
…a kanét …a nakanét
…a kanant …a nakanant
(it is not possible to write the -a without any letter 
to place it on, therefore the Arabic-Balochi script 
variant is not given here)



Some cases where there is no …a

Ø means that the …a is missing in the present-
future indicative tense in the examples that 
follow. Each slide deals with a special case 
where the …a is missing



At the beginning of a clause 
(where there is no previous word to attach it to)

Ø Zánán ke mani bráta kayt. ‘ I know that my 
brother will come.’

.کئیتبراتَ منیکھزانان 

Ø Gwashit ke bándá rawt. ‘He/she says that 
he/she is going tomorrow.’

.رئوتباندا کھگوشیت



After a word ending in -á

Man tai chokkáØ gendán.  ‘I see your child.’
.گندانچکاّتئییمن 

É káráØ nakanay? ‘Will you not do this?’
؟نکنئےکارااے

ShahráØ rawt. ‘He/she goes to town.’
.رئوتشھرا 



Directly after all subject pronouns 
except man من

mana gendán گندانمنَ  mana nagendán نگندانمنَ 
tawØ genday گندئےتئو tawØ nagenday نگندیےتئو
áØ gendit گندیتآ  áØ nagendit نگندیتآ 
máØ gendén گندێنما  máØ nagendén نگندێنما 
shomáØ gendét گندێتشما  shomáØ nagendét نگندێتشما 
áØ gendant گندنتآ  áØ nagendant نگندنتآ 



But if there are other words between the 
pronoun and the verb, there is an …a 

This …a is attached to the word just before the 
verb:
taw kára kanay کنئےکارَ تیو
má kára nakanén نکنێنکارَ ما 
á kára kant کنتکارَ آ 
etc.



Directly after the individuation clitic =é

BachakéØ kayt. ‘A boy comes.’ . کئیتبچکے
JanénéØ rawt. ‘A woman goes.’ . رئوتجنێنے

But if there is a word to attach …a to, it is there:
Bachaké maróchia kayt. ‘A boy comes today.’

.کئیتمرۆچیَ بچکے
Janéné bégáha rawt. ‘A woman goes in the 
afternoon.’

.رئوتبێگاهَ جنێنے



Directly after ham ھم ‘also’
Man hamØ káyán. ‘I will come too.’

.کایانمن ھم 
May chokk hamØ rawant. ‘Our children will go too.’

.رئونتھم چکّمئے

But if there is a word to attach …a to, it is there:
Man ham maróchia káyán. ‘I will come today too.’

.کایانمرۆچیَ من ھم 
May chokk ham bégáha rawant. ‘Our children will go in 
the afternoon too.’

.رئونتبێگاهَ ھم چکّمئے



After the conjunction ke کھ
(see lesson 7)

Mardoma zánant keØ kayt. ‘People know that 
he/she will come.’

.کئیتکھزاننتمردمَ 

May sangata gwashant keØ nayáyant. ‘My 
friends say that they will not come.’

.نیاینتکھگوشنتسنگتَ مئے



Directly after ché چے ‘what’

ChéØ gwashay? ‘What do you say?’
؟گوشئےچے

ChéØ lóthit? ‘What does he want?’
؟لۆڻیتچے



Progressive present
(see lesson 5) 

kanagá án آن کنگا nakanagá án آن نکنگا
kanagá ay ائےکنگا nakanagá ay ائےنکنگا
kanagá ent اِنت کنگا nakanagá ent اِنت نکنگا
kanagá én اێنکنگا nakanagá én اێننکنگا
kanagá ét اێتکنگا nakanagá ét اێتنکنگا
kanagá ant انَت کنگا nakanagá ant انَت نکنگا



Present-future subjunctive 
(see lesson 7)

bekanán بکنان makanán مکنان
bekanay بکنئے makanay مکنئے
bekant بکنت makant مکنت
bekanén بکنێن makanén مکنێن
bekanét بکنێت makanét مکنێت
bekanant بکننت makanant مکننت



Omission of be-

be- can be omitted from the present subjunctive.

Agan kár bekanét shomay ostád wassha bit.
.بیتاستاد وشَّ شمئےبکنێتکاراگن

or:
Agan kár kanét shomay ostád wassha bit.

.بیتاستاد وشَّ شمئےکنێتکاراگن
‘If you work, your teacher will be happy.’



ma- cannot be omitted

ma- cannot be omitted from the negative 
present subjunctive.

Agan kár makanét shomay ostád wassha nabit.
‘If you don’t work, your teacher will not be 
happy.’

.نبیتاستاد وشَّ شمئےمکنێتکاراگن



Imperative 
(see lesson 7)

For the 2nd person singular Balochi has a special 
imperative form without any person ending.

Byá! ‘Come!’ بیا! (to one person)
Maraw! ‘Don’t go!’ مرئو ! (to one person)
Dars bwán! ‘Study!’ درس بوان ! (to one person)



Other commands use the 
subjunctive form

For all commands in Balochi, except in the 2nd

person singular the present-future subjunctive 
form is used:

Byáét! ‘Come!’ بیاێت! (to several people)
Marawét! ‘Don’t go!’ مرئوێت ! (to several people)
Dars bwánét! ‘Study!’  بوانێتدرس! (to several 
people)



Omission of be- but not of ma-

Also in the imperative form be- , but not ma-, is 
sometimes omitted.
Hamedá kár bekan! ! بکنکارھمِدا 
or:
Hamedá kár kan! ! کنکارھمِدا 
‘Work right here’
but only:
Edá kár makan!
‘Don’t work here.’ ! مکنکاراِدا 
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