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Language documentation is a sub-field of Linguistics. It aims to provide a comprehensive documentation of the speech of a
community. The focus has been on highly endangered languages. Apart from contributing to language revitalization,
language documentation also provides rich empirical data for linguistic analysis.

Language documentation Is an urgent task. In today’s globalized world, a great number of the world’s languages face
extinction. With the disappearance of a language, also a part of the human cultural heritage disappears. Some of our
language documentation projects are also accompanied by language revitalization programmes.

We also give courses In language documentation, and in language analysis software. In our field methods class students
have carried out descriptive projects on Tshangla, the unofficial Lingua Franca of eastern Bhutan (2015), and Benabena, a
Trans New Guinea language from the Papua New Guinea eastern highlands (2016). We have also offered courses in FLEX
to faculty staff and students every year for the past few years.
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A Mbugwe family
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Trilingual sign in Swedish,
North Saami and Meankieli

Noghay children in Dagestan _
Malana village

Sangla Kinnaun

Kanashi data collection in
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Balochi, an Iranian language
spoken by around 10 million
people but lacking a standard
written language. Extensive
documentation and revitalization

programme led by Carina Jahani.

http://www.lingfil.uu.se/forskning/
the-balochi-language-project/
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Zong, a Wakhi village

Indonesia. About 30
speakers

remain from an ethnic
group of 100
Individuals.
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Hammarstrom
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Recording folktales with
Mor elder Abbas Sinakum

Ngarla, a Pama-Nyungan
language with less than 50
speakers

Documenter: Torbjorn
Westerlund
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Baloch school children
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